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General structure

• GMES Africa Initiative
• GMES Africa Support program 2016-2020
• Selection of Regional implementation centres 

(RICs)
• West African RICs



GMES Africa Initiative

• The political foundation for GMES & Africa is the 
"Strategic document" from 2010 and 

• the Cooperative agreement from 2014. 
• The AU-EU Summit Nov 2017 confirmed the 

political engagement.



GMES Africa Initiative



GMES Africa Initiative

Nine thematic chapters/areas were identified and agreed on for the 
GMES & Africa Action Plan (in priority order): 
• Long term Management of Natural Resources; 
• Water Resource Management; 
• Marine & Coastal Areas Management; 
• Food Security and Rural Development; 
• Climate Variability and Change; 
• Disaster Risk Reduction; 
• Health; 
• Conflict and Political Crisis, and 

• Infrastructure and Territorial Development.



GMES Africa Support programme 
2016-2020

Focus on first three priorities in Action plan:

• Long term Management of Natural Resources; 
• Water Resource Management; 
• Marine & Coastal Areas Management



GMES Africa Support programme 
2016-2020

• 3 contracts
– EC-AUC Delegation Agreement (Dec 2016) – 4 

years (48m), €22.2M (including €17.5M for the 
grants to RICs managed by the AUC)

– EC-JRC Administrative Arrangement (Dec 2016) –
4 years (48m), €2M

– EC service contract with GAF AG on technical 
assistance (dec2016) – 4 years (46m), €3.58M



GMES Africa Support programme 
2016-2020

5 main outputs 
• Output 1: Access to EO Data maintained
• Outputs 2 : Ascertaining that the Natural and Water 

Resources Service adequately informs policy makers and 
end users.

• Outputs 3 Ensuring that the Marine & Coastal Service 
adequately informs policy makers and end users

• Output 4: Education and Training in EO
• Output 5: Outreach and raising awareness



GMES Africa Support programme 
2016-2020



Regional Implementation Centres 
(RICs)

S/N Name of Consortium Country of location of the 
Consortium lead

Region

1. The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) South Africa

Southern Africa
2. The Southern African Development Community (SADC) – Climate Service Center Botswana 

3. Southern African Science Service. Centre for Climate Change and. Adaptive Land
Management (SASSCAL)

Namibia

4. The Regional Centre for Mapping of Resources for Development (RCMRD) Kenya

Eastern Africa5. IGAD Climate Prediction and Application Centre (ICPAC) Kenya

6. The Mauritius Oceanography Institute (MOI) Mauritius

7. University of Ghana Ghana
Western Africa8. Centre de Suivi Écologique (CSE) Senegal 

9. OBAFEMI AWOLOWO University Nigeria
10. National Authority for Remote Sensing & Space Sciences (NARSS) – Reference

1646
Egypt 

Northern Africa

11. Observatoire du Sahara et du Sahel (OSS) Tunisia 

12. Commission Internationale du bassin Congo-Oubangui-Sangha (CICOS) Democratic Republic of 
Congo

Central Africa

13. Agence Gabonaise d'Études et d'Observation Spatiale (AGEOS) Gabon



West African RICs, CSE Senegal



West African RICs, University Ghana



West African RICs, Obafemi A Univ. 
Nigeria


