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Round Table Debate: 
“Europe’s Regions a greenhouse for developing space applications?”
Tuesday, 26/6/2012, 12.00-14.30h

Venue: Hôtel Mercure-ATRIA – Amphithéâtre Verdi, Boulevard Lascrosses 8, Esplanade Compans Caffarelli, 31000 Toulouse - France
Regional representatives from NEREUS-member regions, European Commission, ESA, CoR, GSA, French Ministry for Ecology are going to debate the role of regions as political and economic decision makers to promote the development of space applications and services across Europe. In this context the participants will underline factors that favor and stimulate the emergence of space applications but also look at factors that are drawbacks to advance the downstream sector. With both EU-space flagships, EGNOS/Galileo and GMES increasingly growing operational, regions have a particular interest to exploit the potential of both space systems for the benefits of their citizens and regional purposes. Thus strong emphasis will be put on the significance of space technologies as a tool for territorial and horizontal policies such as boosting innovation dynamics, regional development and supporting SME in Europe.
Program:

(Moderation: Roya Ayazi)
12.00h

Welcome by NEREUS-president Alain Bénéteau

Introduction of all participants (all participants go the panel)
12.10h
I. Part:
Statements from NEREUS-Regions: 

Each participant gives a short statement (max. 5-6 min) regarding a chosen question related to the topic of the debate, statement should highlight specific regional activities/initiatives/experiences with the development of space applications of relevant region
Chair and representative Midi/P: NEREUS-President Alain Bénéteau 

Bavaria: Dietmar Schneyer, Bavarian Ministry of Economic Affairs, Infra-structure, Transport and Technology (Head of Unit)
Wallonia: Michel Stassart, Skywin Wallonie (Director Cluster Wallonie Espace)

East Midlands: Prof. Alan Wells, Leicester University 

Lombardy: Alberto Cavalli, Undersecretary to the President of Lombardy for Universities and Research

Azores: Paulo Simão Carvalho de Borba Menezes, Regional Director for Science, Technology and Communications
Lazio: Gerardo Lancia - Director Lazio Aerospace Cluster 
12.45h

Questions/Comments/Discussion with the audience
13.00
II. Part:
Statements from Representatives of EC, CoR, GSA, ESA, French Ministry for Ecology, Energy, Sust. Dev. & Land Use Planning
Each participant gives a short statement (max. 5-6 min) on the role of his institution and comment on the role of regions
Chair: NEREUS-President Alain Bénéteau (Midi/P)
Committee of the Regions: Gerhard Stahl, Secretary General
European Commission:  Deputy Director General Dr. Paul Weissenberg
ESA: Amnon Ginati, Head of the Integrated and Telecommunications Related Applications, will bring into the debate ESA-approaches, including relevant programs and instruments that aim at stimulating the development of space applications.
GSA: Jean-Marc PIEPLU, GNSS Exploitation Programme Manager
French Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy: Vincent Pircher (expert for Earth Observation and GMES) will bring into the debate the recently issued French space strategy which dedicates one chapter to the development of space applications and services. 


Concluding remarks NEREUS-President Bénéteau (max. 5 min)

13.45h

Questions/Comments/Discussion with the audience

14.15h

End/Refreshments (Opportunity for informal discussions)
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